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Sung by Wm. H. Lindsey. 
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I was just on my way starting home from Sligo, 
Where my Kathleen expected me daily : 

When, hearing some music, I stepped in to show 
Both myself and my twig of dhillelah. 

For, I glory in sport, that’s when I’m among 

The boys and the girls, who from Leinster do throng ¢ 

For, I ne’er was beat dancing or lilting a song, 
Or in handling my twig of Shillelah. 


How oft’s been remarked how an Irishman spent 
The rounds of his life pretty gaily ! 
It would delight you to see him dance into a tent, 
With his partner.. and twig of Shillelah. 
If a rival should cross him, at pattern or fair, 
How delightful he’d bloody his skull to a hair.. 
Neither pistol or sabre could ever compare 
With his own little twig of Shillelah. 


How oft isan Irishman drunk with Potheen, 
When for fighting he swears he is scaly, 
Drags his coat, by the tail, all around the fair green, 
Just to see can he raise a Shillelah : 
When black-thorns, white-thorns, ash-sticks and oak 
Are engaged upon head-work, till the skulls are all broke : 
Then the murdering ruction would end in a joke, 
Just amusing their twigs of Shillelah. 


I had Connaught first cousins, in Bonyparte’s time, 
Who heard of his victories daily : 

The call being for men, and they, then, in their prime, 
They all laid down their twigs of Shillelah. 

At Waterloo, where the army in thousands were mowed, 

The Connaught-Rangers they scorned to prime or to load : 

With the butt-end of their guns made the foe clear the road. 
Favua-a-Battaen ! for the boys of Shillelah. 


. 


But a change has come o’er us, a change for the best, 
It’s been heard from Glengall to Tipperary : 

The factions are all dead, and we are keeping at rest, 
And we've laid down our twigs of Shiilelah. 

But we’ll soon have occasion to use them again :.~- 

’Twill be to thrash Saxon Invaders... and, then, 

We'll show them We want Ireland for true lrishmen, 
That Lovely Green Land of Shillelahs! 
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